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SUBJECT: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PDRY 

BEGIN SUMMARY: ON MAY 27 FONMIN AL-ASNAG DISCUSSED RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN PDRY INCLUDING PROBABILILITY THAT SAUDIS 
MAY NOW BE IN CONTACT WITH REGIME THERE. ASNAG ALSO ADVISED 
THAT US SHOULD AWAIT RESULTS OP THESE 

SAUDI EFPORTS BEFORE MAKING ANY MOVE TOWARDS PDRY. ASNAG 
STATED THAT RECENT REPORTS INDICATE PDRY ARMY CARRIED OUT 
RECENT MANEUVERS BUT HE HAD NO DETAILS. MEANWHILE, LIBYA 
IS SUPPLYING PDRY ARMY WITH SMALL ARMS. AL-ASNAG DESCRIBED 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN PDRY AS BAD AND SAID THAT INSTABILITY 
CONTINUES THERE DESPITE PERVASIVE PRESENCE OP SMKURITY 
PORCES. ASNAG OPINED THAT HARD-LINERS STILL REMAIN DOMINANT 
IN COUNTRY. AL-ASNAG’S COMMENTS ARE ALWAYS WORTHY OF ATTENTION 
AND STUDY, DESPITE THE PACT HE IS AN ADENI EXILE INIMICAL TO 
THE PDRY REGIME. END SUMMARY 
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1 . DURING MAY 27 DINNER, PONMIN ABDULLAH AL-ASNAG DISCUSSED 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OE 
YEMEN (PDRY). SPECIFICALLY, HE OPINED THAT IT APPEARS SAUDI 
ARABIA MAY HAVE ACTUALLY INITIATED CONTACTS WITH PDRY WHICH HAVE 
BEEN RUMORED EOR SOME TIME. AL-ASNAG BASED THIS OPINION ON 
THE EACT THAT THE SAUDI-SPONSORED CLANDESTINE RADIO (VOICE 
OE EREE SOUTH) LOCATED IN NAJRAN SAUDI ARABIA HAD STOPPED 
BROADCASTING EOR SEVERAL DAYS. WHEN IT RESUMED TWO DAYS GAO, 

IT STOPPED ATTACKING THE REGIME IN PDRY. AT THE SAME TIME, 

ADEN RADIO HAS CEASED ATTACKING THE SAUDI GOVERNMENT. MEANWHILE 

THE NEWSPAPER, THE CALL OF THE SOUTH, PUBLISHED OSTENSIBLY BY 

ADENI EMIGRES IN JIDDA HAS CHANGED ITS TITLE TO SIMPLY "THE 

CALL", EXPLAINING THAT IT WILL "NOW DEVOTE ITS EEEORTS 

TO LIGHTING COMMUNISM EVERYWHERE AND NOT SIMPLY IN ADEN". 

AL-ASNAG SAID THAT THESE SIGNS POINT TO THE BEGINNING 

OE SOME NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN SAUDI/PDRY RELATIONS. HE 

WAS NOT SURE THAT THEY WOULD LEAD ANYWHERE GIVEN THE 

CONTINUED IDEOLOGICAL RIGIDITY OE THE SOUTH, BUT HE 

ACKNOWLEDGED THE UTILITY OF THE SAUDIS' MAKING AN 

EEEORT. 

2. IN DISCUSSING SAUDI OVERTURES TO PDRY, AL-ASNAG ALSO 
COMMENTED ON POSSIBLE US POLICY TOWARDS THAT REGIME. 

ASNAG SAID THAT IN HIS VIEW US WILL GAIN NOTHING BY 
TRYING TO APPROACH PDRY AT THIS TIME, BECAUSE THIS WILL ONLY 
ENCOURAGE PDRY TO BELIEVE TIME IS WORKING IN ITS EAVOR. 

AL-ASNAG THOUGHT THE BEST WAY IS TO LET MODERATE ARABS 
LIKE SAUDIS PROBE THE INTENTIONS OE PDRY AND IN LIGHT 

OE THESE EEEORTS US CAN DECIDE WHAT IT SHOULD DO. MEANWHILE, 

IE PDRY MAKES OVERTURES, US SHOULD RESPOND. AL-ASNAG STRESSED, 
HOWEVER, US SHOULD NOT "COURT " PDRY. 

3. AL-ASNAG ALSO INFORMED ME THAT BASED ON RELIABLE 
REPORTS PDRY ARMED FORCES RECENTLY CARRIED OUT THREE-DAY 
MANEUVERS IN THE AREA BEHIND "LITTLE ADEN ". AL-ASNAG 

HAD NO DETAILS ON THE EXERCISE BUT ADDED THAT PDRY ARMY 
HAS RECENTLY BEEN RECEIVING LARGE AMOUNTS OE SMALL 
ARMS EROM LIBYA. THESE ARMS ARE BEING SHIPPED ON A 
MALTESE CHARTER AIRCRAET AND SO FAR SIX PLANELOADS 
HAVE BEEN DELIVERED TO ADEN IN BOXES MARKED 
WITH THE RED CRESCENT SYMBOL. ANOTHER FOUR FLIGHTS 
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ARE REPORTEDLY PLANNED. AL-ASNAG SAID THAT PDRY ARMY 
NOW HAS MIXTURE OF 20 MIG I7S AND 2IS. SOVIETS HAVE 
ALSO PROVIDED PDRY WITH HELICOPTERS, NUMBERS NOT KNOWN. 

4. AL-ASNAG SAID THAT A WEEK OR SO AGO THE BROTHER OF 
THE PRIMIN WAS SHOT BY A DISGRUNTLED WORKER FOLLOWING A 
DISPUTE. THE KILLER WAS FINALLY TRACKED DOWN AND SHOT. 

AL-ASNAG SAID THAT REPORTS LIKE THESE POINT TO CONTINUING 
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INSTABILITY IN PDRY DESPITE THE PERVASIVE PRESENCE OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES. AL-ASNAG ALSO COMMENTED THAT ECONOMIC SITUATION 
IN PDRY REMAINS "VERY BAD ", ALTHOUGH THE REGIME HAS BEEN TRYING 
TO BUILD UP THE PEOPLE'S HOPES BY EOCUSING ON THE IMMINENT 
OPENING OE THE SUEZ CANAL. 

5. EINALLY, AL-ASNAG SAID THAT IN HIS OPINION HARD- 
LINERS STILL ARE DOMINANT IN ADEN, DESPITE SOME OF SEEMING 
FLEXIBILITY WHICH HE ATTRIBUTED MORE TO TACTICAL MOVES 
THAN TO A BASIC CHANGE IN THE LONG-TERM GOALS OE 

THE PDRY REGIME WHICH INTER ALIA AIM AT THE SUBVERSION 
OF YEMEN AT SUCH TIME AS THIS BECOMES POSSIBLE. 

6. COMMENT: AS AN ADENI EXILE, AL-ASNAG HAS A SKEPTICAL AND 
INIMICAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE PDRY REGIME. AT THE SAME TIME HE 
STILL POSSESSES SOME GOOD CONDUITS TO ADEN AND HIS COMMENTS 
AND INEORMATION ARE ALWAYS WORTHY OE ATTENTION AND STUDY. 

SCOTES 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL STABILITY, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ShawDG 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975SANAA01307 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 87-051 7 
From: SANAA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975051 3/aaaaaljw.tel 

Line Count: 133 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 JUN 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <05 NOV 2003 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PDRY BEGIN SUMMARY: ON MAY 27 FONMIN AL-ASNAG DISCUSSED RECENT 
TAGS: PFOR, YS, (AL-ASNAG, ABDULLAH) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



